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We have all been told to unplug devices like chargers and televisions when they’re not in 

use, but what difference would that really make in the monthly electric bill? That’s the question 

that the Eugene Water and Electric Board is helping customers answer after partnering with the 

Eugene Public Library to make Kill-A-Watt devices available to the public for free checkout.

The Kill-A-Watt identifies power that electrical devices use, even when they’ve been 

turned into “off” or “sleep” modes. This power leaching phenomena is called “phantom power,” 

or “vampire power,” and accounts for roughly 6 percent of all available power in the United 

States.  

In addition, our electricity use only continues to increase as household appliances 

become more technology reliant. Power consumption in American homes by cell phones, 

computers, and even coffee makers has grown from almost zero in the early 80s to roughly 5 

percent of the average home’s power consumption today. For instance, when your phone is fully 

charges and plugged into the charger, it still uses over 4 watts of unnecessary energy. Have a 

rear projection TV? Those use 48.5 watts while in the “off” mode. 

While Kill-A-Watt devices have been around for a while, they aren’t as utilized by the 

public as they should be; you can buy a Kill-A-Watt at the store for around $30, but EWEB 

noticed that its customers shouldn’t have to spend more money to save money. In order to 

make responsible energy consumption an attainable goal for Eugene citizens, EWEB has 

purchased 15 of these devices and made them available for renal at the library. 



“As a citizen-owned public utility,” said EWEB General manager John Boehner, “we’re 

always looking for ways to help customers save money and cut their energy use.” 


