
Hi, I’m Mandy Desmarais and I am the student representative for today’s conference; I’m 

here on behalf of the Associated Students of the University of Oregon. Simply put, the ASUO 
has partnered with the ACLU to file a lawsuit this morning to stop the UO from deploying Tasers 

to campus police.  
We, as students and community members feel that our lives should not be placed in 

jeopardy on this campus.The regulations that would need to be established before tasers enter 
our campus are simply not there, and implications that come with arming the officers with what 

is seen as a “non-lethal,” yet clearly lethal device are far too great to overlook without further 
discussion. 

There have been multiple cases in recent years, in which tasers have been used to a 
lethal extent, and we cannot sit comfortably while the dictation of what is “reasonable” is left 

ambiguous to all but those pulling that trigger. Since its deployment, over 350 people have died 
in the United States after being stunned by police. We cannot accept the claim that these 

weapons are non-lethal in any way, because the evidence to prove that claim is severely 
lacking; and if these weapons cannot always be sure to be non-lethal, we cannot condone their 

use on our fellow students. 
Too often are there cases of mistaken identity, of “wrong place at the wrong time” 

mentalities that excuse atrocity and wave away the just definitions of “excessive force.” While it 
is true that humans are flawed, and that mistakes are going to happen, we cannot accept that 

one of our peers lives may be the price for that mistake. The use of a taser isn’t a step down 
from that of a firearm, it isn’t a safe and efficient way to de-escalate a situation, it is a gamble on 

the life of the student on the receiving end. 
The UO is planning on spending $30,000 of a Grant on the deployment of Tasers for the 

10 total officers of the UOPD. As the student body representatives, we hold that the allocation of 
these funds  have the potential to be better suited elsewhere. The funds could easily go to 

training more officers in order to better cover the UO campus, and to protect the students. Or 
the money could be invested in the enhancing of physical safety features such as lighting on 

campus, or even emergency response plans.
When seeking to better protect the students of the University of Oregon, all we ask is to 

be included in the conversation. 


